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The Mentally Ill 


’ 

NE of the gravest problems of the age 

is_the increasing numt of mentally 
ill, posing a tremendous difficulty. for 
welfare administrators all the 
country. Existing facilities for the treat- 
ment and care of these unhappy people 
are invariably overtaxed. British Colum- 
bia is no exc®ption, indedd it is probably 
at a disadvantage in this respect in view 
of the continuing trek of elderly and 
other groups to this province for 
reasons of general health. In the whole 
realm of health and welfare in fact 
British Columbia, because of its climate, 
falls heir to many more prop- 
erly the responsibility of other provinces 
to an extent which z that some 
day mental Realtt ave to be recog- 
nized as a national and not a provincial 
problem 

In any case 
that the Essondale institt 
adequate to cope with its ever increasing 
number and the announce- 
ment that a new mental unit will be built 
reportedly 15 mi from Victoria 
is one to be cheered. It me a substan- 
tial addition to and if 


across 


age 


patients 


sts 


it has been well established 
no lange 


tion is 


patients 


ns 


existing facilities 


Milk Price 


special com- 
what regula- 
for British 


nd out 
would be best 
milk has 
extremely thorough job. Reduction of the 
masses of evidence he has before him into 
a report and recommendations for offici il 
action will take further time. The judge 
therefore has made an interim res 
mendation: that the -necessary step be 
taken to empower fixing the price to be 
paid to producers; and this is to be done 
From the fact that the commissioner has 
interrupted his work to make that 
recommendation it may be taken that 
regards protection of the producer as an 
urgent need 
The probability is, therefore 
trol ‘over prices at the farm 
apply as a temporary expedient for about 
a year, or until the legislature meets 
again. The effect of this will be to restor 
provincial regulation to what it was afte 
the removal of price controls at the dis- 
tributors’ and consumers’ levels and before 
the recent discovery that 
authority for fixing prices to producers 
did not exist. Until,Mr. Justice Clyne's 
complete report is in, the main question 
should there be any controls at all’ 
must remain in abeyance 
tem of guaranteed prices 
nlways leads to trouble, as witnes 
the bad fix the federal government is in 
again with its huge store of surplus butter 


Ottawa Set 


its difficulties ahead in 
special exemption of Quebec under the 
federal the Domin 
ion precipitated them by the nature ol 
its compromise with that Province. The 
10 per deduction in fav of Quet 
taxpayers is double what the adr 
ion red at the Mr. Dut 
made his first stand s hindsight 
Ottawa to plead now at 

Provinces declined 
rental agreements, 


Columbia's industry done an 


ym 


he 


that con- 


level 


statutory 


to pro- 


there are the 


income tax structure 


cent 


off - 
the 
to 
and all 
posed provincial income taxt 
the ‘federal le the Quebec 
would have to be made uniform and that 
the Dominion as a would 
$127,600,000 

The figures by provinces cited in 
port of the contention presumably are 
A gross federal collection of $127,000,000 
implietl under them for British Columbia 
for example, does not appear to be in the 
same street with the Dominion's actual 
receipts here under the existing. arrange- 
ment of tax leases It is not until the 
federal rebates to B.C now between 
$42,000,000 and $45,000,000 per annt 
are added to that figure that the Domin 
fon’s gross collections within this province 


renew 


on 


vies concession 


1 
lose 


result 


up 
I 


net 


Interpreting the News 


mainly designed to treat Vancouver Island 
cases it will do double duty in -providing 
convenience for Island inmates 
ind their families while at the same time 
the pressure on the mainland 
institution. This will be heartening news 
for all those devoted workers dedicated to 
the ctire and welfare of the mentally sick 
Presumably the patients of the new 
unit will be of the type now housed at 
Essondale, a circumstance that renews 
attention on the Colquitz- home. This 
building, a former jail which has been 
described as a dungeon and heartily 
condemned-by al] and sundry, is hope- 
lessly ill-suited for its purpose: Provincial 
governments of the past repeatedly spoke 
of some day rehousing the inmates under 
conditions that would the province 
credit rather than the reverse, but beyond 
lip nothing was done. It 
would be an act of mercy as well as facing 
up to a crying need to right an intolerable 
situation, and one hopes that in the course 
; expansion plans the present govern- 

iv be able to include consideration 

lot of the the 


nson Road institution 


eater 


do 


service ever 


unfortunates at 


Wilk 


Problems 


From evidence the 
mission there would appear to be a same 
what parallel situation as regards mi 
production. The problem in Fraser 
Valley is not one of ‘ping the public 
supplied but of getting rid of surpluses. 
In the case of butter a guaranteed, year- 
round price has stimulated production 
beyond anything Canada can hope to use 
or sell elsewhere, With milk also it looks 
as if the fixed price, when the farmers had 
it, encouraged uneconomical expansion 
The difference is that under the federal 
butter scheme the producer has no worries 
about selling his output, whereas the mi 
producer may find he has many 

On the other hand supply of milk could 
just as fall below public require 
ments if a change in policy caused the 
farmers to feel that production was not 
financially worth while. A few years ago 
when the producers were dissatisfied with 
their margin under the milk board scale, 
some of then killed off their herds for 
beef; and that is a veiled threat which 
they continue to hold in reserve. It is 
not that can be ignored either, for 
nobody can force.a man to produce some- 
thing if he decides not to. 

This and other factors, chiefly involv 
ing relations with the distributors, make 
the milk price problem more complex than 
most of a similar nature. If the commis- 
tudies result in a workable 
solution he will have accomplished much 
for the welfare of the province 


before Clyne 


the 


one 


sloner’s 


the Example 


eem to be 


n pproximated. British Colum- 
bia has shown no-disposition yet to follow 
Quebec or to abandon the tax lease plan 
That it has reason to be conscious of the 
undiminished rate of these collections has 
long been evident. Tax ¢ tion remains 
one of the big businesses in the province 
with the Dominion in the stellar role 
When the Dominion-Provincial con 
ference tax rentals is called at Ottawa 
Provinces will be there to 
On. the Quebec 


alle 


on 
shortly the 
speak for themselve 

rmula, however, it will be the Dominion 
hich will be under the of 
explaining why it made the concession in 
a form whose extension to 10 Provinces 
would cost $127,600,000. If the confer 
ence follows the expected path the 
Provinces are more likely to be concerned 
bout the total extraétion than the 10 
cent special remission to, taxpayers 


necessity 


per 
in Quebec. 

From the standpoint of practic 
politics, the Dominion know about 
what will take place. Quebec will accept 
the concession Most if not all the 
other Provinces will renew their tax 
to Ottawa, though most of them doubtless 
for the privilege 


will expect more 


Ready-Made Distraction 


By J. M 


ROBERTS 


Associated Press Foreign News Analyst 


OVIET propagandists, following 
Ba the prediction ma n the 


statement, are accusing 


Malenko 
resignation the West 
of sensationalizing and: distorting their recent 
governmental shakeup 

It's doubtful if 
seriously 


they themselves 
ver) 

As always when 
behind a screen of secrecy, there has be« 
vast amount of speculation In the West about 
the meaning of the Soviet changes. Perhaps 
too much. It has approached the dim 


of a flop 


important events 


- ~*~ * *® 


were 
SSeS 
aspects of Soviet affairs, throwing 
the doors wide open to every imaginable theory 

As a matter of fact, close 
Sovict affairs were surprised only in detail, 
not in general. Signs of trouble in the 


( 


Governments have given out that they 


surprised, and expressed inability to 
the 


new 


observers of 


Kremlin appearing 
tion of 


what 


It was sor 


would happen would 


to think th 


the 


Fron 


Malenkov 


beginr gM clear 
the 
and government by com 


that 


was sitting only on steps to 


e-throne of Stalin 


toe has always been an extremely un 
stable 

Unde is a 
great deal which wild speculation can do to 
help the Kremlin nabobs. All they 
do ie to pick out, for public consumption at 
home, those speculations which Russians 
themselves can see are foolish, and then ham 
mer away about the “lies” distributed by 
Mother Russia's enemies, It offers a ready 
made distraction from whatever is really 


going on, 


the circumstances, there very 


have to 
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tion. As he told the Canadian MPs tween question 
in London the opposition couldn't get +t Westminster Is 
away with the inquisforial tactics position tries to badger 
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Meet your friends for a Valentine luncheon, Saturday! 
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Just dial 3-7111 


@ All new miracle fabrics that are a whiz to wash, need little or no ironing, come In your sizes: SALE PRICE 
{2-20 and 38-44, Regular 3.95 to 5.95. 
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Special, each 


0°20 "eq = vith sleeves that fit your height, a fu Ml not wri 
iy HAL NSD. ay \: | See ae SAREE Kron isles cc 
6 > oa \ a =e yet only thi, ir a boon to men who bave a i of travel 95 
0 o (ASE OO OI BO Nai ly nds ey oc inaiegl ate 


Sidney 
Keating, 


Duncan 
and Sooke 
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